UNijntU Si AIKS .RNMENT 

MemoraCdum 



-~SAC, Memphis (44-1987) 



date: 4/4/68 



r* 0 * :’j SA ^WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 

*- 6 



subject: UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

©Os Memphis 



- VICTIM 



t , A t approximately 10:15 PM the night of April 4, 1968, 

called the writer, SA WILLIAM H. J^WRENCE, and stated 
He Ties i rated to furnish the name of the following suspect but 

JL _ X? 




p WTsisTed Onoeing informed a§ to the Memphis residence o 
VMARTIN LUTHER KING, 



406 Mu lb< 



"HAYS has recently been driving a late model white 
automobile, make and model unknown, and was last' known to be 
living in a little white clapboard house just east of North 
Watkins, one or two blocks south of Jackson Avenue (this woiiTQ 
probably be Faxon or Tutwiler). He lives with an older woman 
.who is his landlady and has a private room in the front of th 6 
l house. 

W-** 

Informant recalled that HAYS is a schizophrenic and 
has been in and out of mental institutions in West Tennessee for 
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ike, Memphis, Tenn.) 
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several years. While lllAYS is not known to be anti-Negro 
due to his mental quirks and due to the fact he has been' 
private detective for years, engaging. in_ all types of 
nefarious and questionable schemes, x informant feels "tSat 
iiiAYS uould be capabTe of an assassination either through 
personal compulsion or for hire. He stated that of 
particular significance is the fact that HAYS is aa 
avid student of all facets surrounding the assassination 
of the late President JOHN F. KENNEDY, having read numerous 
books and writings relative thereto, and can espound for 
hours on all possible ramifications of that assassination. 

A review of Memphis file SUSH^ reveals that HAYS 
"L reCent - ly a3 1966 attempted to J° ln the Haywood , Tennessee 




HAYS in 1966 did volunteer information to this office 
concerning this activity but due to his previous mental history 
efforts were not made to develop him as an informant. At- 
that- time HAYS seemed to have a considerable knowledge of 
firearms and furnished some information to this office to this 
®" iec ” concerning possible guns owned allegedly by some of 
the Klan members in Haywood County. 



on a peace warrant by the Shel 
'<l‘une 28, 1960, Shelby Co. SO 
time he was described as~&~ f 
born ’iDdcember 26, 

Y-fi lack hair, medium comple^riemp* 



r 

discloses that HAYS was arrested 




f ice. 

At that 



led ram* 

», Arkansas, brown <yes. 



r csted b y the Memphis PD, September 5, 1950, 

^Memphis on a charge of threatened breach of peace. 

At that time,, he was described as 6^f t. 191 lbs. His 

fa ther is R. W. RENFRO (deceased) ; mother, CORA HAYS„ Norman'' 
Mem phis ^Jcnn. He has^f^ngerpr int classifications 
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f Photographs of HAYS'- are in the 1-A section of 
taken by the PD and SO, respectively. 

In furnishing any of this information to t he Memphis PD, 
ail due caution is to be taken to protect the iden t i ty of 
informant . ‘ " 

The writer immediately furnished this information to 
SA CYRIL 3F . BUSCH, who was at the Homicide Bureau of the 
Memphis PD. SA BUSCH stated he would converse with Inspector 
N. E. ZACHARY or one of his men and check to determine whether 
or not llAYS has a private detective license which would give 
any up-to-date address or photograph. 




- LEAD - 

THE MEMPHIS DIVISION: 

AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 

Will . fol low up on all logical investigation regarding 
RENFRO turner' HAYS as a suspect. 

Recommend this lead be assigned SA BUSCH. 
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